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Los Angeles County 
Tuberculosis Control Program

Vision: TB is eliminated from Los Angeles County. 

Mission:  To prevent the transmission of TB within 
Los Angeles County



What is Tuberculosis (TB)?
• A contagious, airborne disease 

caused by a bacteria which 
begins as TB infection and if not 
treated can progress to TB 
disease

• Inhaled through the respiratory 
tract

• Primarily affects the lungs
• TB disease is curable with 

appropriate treatment, however, 
it is fatal if not treated
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What does TB look like worldwide?
• 1/3 of the world’s population is 

infected with TB.

• In 2017, 10 million people around 
the world became sick with TB 
disease. 5.8 million men, 3.2 million 
women and 1.0 million children.

• There were 1.5 million TB-related 
deaths worldwide.

• TB is a leading killer of people who 
are HIV infected



TB in LA County - overall

• 500-600 cases of active TB disease

• 1800-3000 high risk for TB disease 

• 3000-5000 contacts to infectious TB

• TB infection: 800,000 LA County 

residents infected with TB
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Unique TBCP Functions
• Surveillance and Reporting to State & CDC 

• Execution of state mandated hospitalization/ 
corrections discharge approval processes

• Outbreak detection, Contact Investigation 
oversight & cluster response

• Oversight and access to DOT, incentives/ 
enabler

• Legal orders, detention for non compliant
patients.

• Program evaluation
• TB Education for community and providers 
• TB elimination lead
• Oversee the clinical management of every 

MDR and XDR TB patient
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Roles of Tuberculosis 
Control Program Nurses

• Consultation & Communicate 
recommendations to hospital/ district for 
case management & contact 
investigation

• TB Policy and guideline development
• TB Education
• Facilitate access to care
• Surveillance & reporting
• Program planning & evaluation
• Hospital discharge approval & assurance 

of continuity with follow up care
• Coordinate client TB screening and 

evaluation through completion of 
treatment for high risk groups



TB Control Program Staff
Men’s Central Jail Olive View MC

Harbor UCLA MC LAC + USC MC



TB Suspect/Case 
Reporting Process
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LA County 
TB Control Program

Labs
Private clinicians

Personal Health Care
Other jurisdictions, 

etc.

Private Hospitals 
LAC Hospitals

LAC Jail

TB suspects/cases 
are also identified by 
self referral (walk in) 
or through Contact 
Investigation at a 

district health center. 

District Health Center 
PHN



Patient Centered Care
All members of the PH 
team assume a vital role in 
the on-going, 
comprehensive, 
collaborative effort to 
assure successful 
management, prevention  
and control of TB through 
patient centered care.

PHN & 
PHNS
PHI

TBC
staff

Clinic 
Nurses

Private
MD

TB clinic
MD

Client




Incentives & Enablers
• Available to assist patient in completing treatment
• Varies depending on the need of the patient
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Homeless Provider Partner MOU’s

12

Union Rescue 
Mission (URM)

John Wesley 
Center for Health 

(JWCH)

Central City 
Community 

Health Center 
(CCCHC)

Los Angeles 
Christian Health 
Center (LACHC)

St. John’s Family 
Health Center 

(SJFHC)



Community Outreach: 
Homeless Shelters & Grupos



Public & Private Sector
Provider Education

• CME/ Case 
presentations

• Journal Review
• CTCA Conference
• RX for Prevention 

CME articles
• Hospital Grand 

Rounds
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Patient Education Resources
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TB Disease Brochure TB Infection Brochure What is TB FAQ

INH + Rifapentine Rifampin INH



March 24 -World TB Day



JOIN THE COALITION TO END 
TUBERCULOSIS IN LOS 
ANGELES COUNTY

http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/tb/coalitiontoendtb.htm

http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/tb/coalitiontoendtb.htm


Personal Story - Thomas
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http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/tb/index.htm

http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/tb/index.htm


QUESTIONS??
Contact:

TB Control Program
2615 South Grand Avenue

Los Angeles, CA  90007
(213) 745-0800



Thank You!
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